2005 Campaign for Supportive Housing

 HELP THE ONTARIO LIBERALS KEEP THEIR PROMISE!

A Plan presented  by the Dream Team and the Boards of Mental Health and Housing Services (BMHHS).

The Ontario Liberal Party Promise

 

· 6,600 new units of affordable supportive housing for people living with mental illness.

 

Ontario Liberal Government announcements

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (MOHLTC) has announced it will spend $117 million from the Federal Health Accord transfer to expand community mental health services in Ontario for crisis response, case management, ACT teams and early psychosis intervention. 

 

Last week the Ministry announced $27.4 million to support persons with mental illness involved with, or at risk of involvement with the criminal justice system. Some of these dollars have been targeted to housing. While we welcome this announcement, we need much more supportive housing for people living with mental illness.

   

What is Needed?

 

Toronto needs at least 3,000 supportive housing units. The rest of the province needs 3,600 units - combining to make a provincial requirement of at least 6,600 additional units. 

 

While negotiations to implement the affordable and supportive housing strategies are going on between federal, provincial and municipal governments, the development of new permanent housing stock could take 2 to 4 years.

 

Fundamentally, we need access to a broad range of housing options and a program that is designed to support and capture local opportunities. 
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What Should Our Strategy Be?

 

There is a need for a broad process that can build on the knowledge, skills and successes of current housing providers across the province.

 

Flexibility in planning is necessary in order to address the unique needs of communities and the citizens who are served by these communities. The cost approach allows for innovation based on local circumstances and opportunities.

 

Short-term as well as long-term strategies are required to ensure that a broad basket of housing stock and support tools are aligned with the continuum of care needs of citizens living with mental illness. Experience has demonstrated that programs such as earlier Homelessness Initiatives, which included rent supplements, funding for support services and access to capital funding for new construction are successful

 

A Plan for Getting Started

 

In the short term, supportive housing providers, the Boards for Mental Health and Housing Services (BMHHS) and the Dream Team have developed a plan to bring on a little more than 1,000 supportive housing units per year in Toronto over the next 3 years. This process can be replicated across the province.

 

 The plan has the following elements:

 

1. An immediate commitment from the provincial government to build at 
least 6,600 supportive housing units across the province over the next 
three years 

2. 
A rent supplementation component that would be available to supportive 
housing transfer payment agencies. Cost would be $6.9 million per year 
for 1,000 units commencing in the 2005-2006 fiscal year. The rent 
supplementation portion would be transferable to new units developed 
under alternative or supportive housing programs as they are brought on 
stream and could be used to lower capital financing for the development 
of new permanent stock. 
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This strategy will achieve two goals: immediate access to 

    

vacant rental units in the marketplace and the development of new 
permanent units. This will build on local realities where both options are 
available.

 

3.    
Funding of support services  for these units should be similar to the formula for supportive housing used in the Homelessness Initiative. A staff client ratio of 1:8 is proposed. Cost would be $10.5 million for 1,000 units. Supportive housing providers would build partnerships with ACT teams, case management, crisis service, and alternative housing providers. Alternatively, support service funding could be made available through the Federal  Health Accord and forensic funding envelopes for case management and housing support.   

 

4.    
Total costs for 3,000 units in Toronto, including supports, would be $52.2 million over three years.  The cost for the 3,600 units for the rest of the province would be an additional $56.1 million over 3 years.

 

5.    
This plan leverages support service funding already committed and only requires $20.7 million in rent supplements for Toronto to develop 3,000 units of supportive housing. Rent supplement costs for 3,600 units across the province would be $17.3 million after 3 years.

 

6.    
Interministerial collaboration, coordination, planning and implementation will ensure the effectiveness of the supportive housing program. 

 

