RESOLUTIONS: City of Windsor

2004: 4: 3 Mental Illness
1.  WHEREAS it is recognized that there have been no increases in provincial funding to operating budgets of community based services since 1992 for those suffering from mental illness; and 

WHEREAS the inadequate funding of community mental health services results in vulnerable individuals being at risk of increased contact with the police and increased involvement in the criminal justice system, resulting in the criminalization of behaviors associated with, mental illness, creating in our belief an inherently flawed approach to the treatment of individuals with mental illness; and 

WHEREAS the process of de-institutionalization is expected to continue for the near future; and 

WHEREAS the research demonstrates the effectiveness of community mental health services in improving quality of life, and decreasing hospitalizations and use of emergency services; and

WHEREAS the community of Windsor-Essex is historically under-serviced for community mental health services, General Practitioners and Psychiatrists;

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Windsor endorse the proposal that the Ministry of Health & Long-Term Care invest in supports for the mental health system.  This investment would include:

Immediate operating budget increases for community mental health providers and consumer and family initiatives to ensure system stability and reduce waiting lists.

Funding strategies for agreed-upon service priorities of housing, employment and early intervention in psychosis.

Support and funding for innovative/alternative strategies to recruit, retain and reimburse Psychiatrists and General Practitioners to improve access to mental health services.

Investment in a mental health services registry to provide a 24/7, toll free number and web-based access to real time information about available services across the province.

Creation of a data-collection mechanism for all mental health services, along with funding for the technology and human resources needed to implement the Ministry requirements for a Common Data Set and Ministry Information System to provide accurate information for future planning.

Creation of a fund to support evaluation and research focused on identifying and disseminating information on mental health services that have demonstrated effectiveness.
2.  WHEREAS mental health spending as a percentage of total health spending is less now than it was in 1989 (in 2003/04 it represents 4.29% compared to the 1989 figure of 4.59%); and

WHEREAS demand for mental health care is growing at a much faster pace than for other health care services; and 

WHEREAS the ratio of Ontarians who experience a mental illness in their lifetime is 1 in 5 (Health Canada) and a report released by Statistics Canada today states that 4.9% of Canadians suffer from a mood disorder alone, compared to 5% for diabetes and heart disease.

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Windsor endorse this resolution that mental health is a priority in this community and should be treated at least equally with other health care issues.

Presented at the City of Windsor Council Meeting, Monday, May 28, 2004. 

Resolution endorsed by:

