2005 Campaign for Supportive Housing 

Main Points of 

The Dream Team and the Boards of Mental Health and Housing Service’s Plan

It costs $486 a day - $170,000 a year - to keep a person in a psychiatric hospital, compared to $82 a day for supportive housing. Hostels and Shelters are 40%-50% more expensive per night than supportive housing.  More than one third of homeless people live with mental illness. 

We want the Ontario Liberal Party to keep its promise for “6,600 new units of affordable supportive housing for people living with mental illness.”

 
 Last week the Ministry announced $27,499,000 to support persons with mental illness involved with, or at risk of involvement with the criminal justice system. Some of these dollars have been targeted to housing. While we welcome this announcement, we need much more supportive housing for people living with mental illness.

  

The BMHHS and Dream Team Strategy

There is a crisis in housing for people with mental illness. As part of the federal-provincial housing strategy, we are asking the Ontario government to spend $6.9 million a year for three years to support 1,000 new units a year in Toronto and 1,200 in the rest of the province. 

Total cost for rent supplements: $20.7 million for Toronto; $17.3 million for the rest of the province. Supplements would be provided through supportive housing transfer payment agencies, transferable to new units developed under alternative or supportive housing programs. They could also be used to lower capital financing for the development of new permanent stock. This means immediate access to vacant rental units and the development of new permanent units.

Funding of support services for these units would be similar to the formula for supportive housing used in the Homelessness Initiative with a staff-client ration of 1:8. 

· Total costs for 3,000 units in Toronto, including supports: $52.2 million over three years
· Total cost for the 3,600 units for the rest of the province: $56.1 million over 3 years.

This plan recognizes the need for flexible and innovative planning to address the unique needs of individuals and communities, and builds on the knowledge, skills and successes of current housing providers.
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Making Housing Happen for People with Mental Illness
