MR 62

Sessional fees can only be used for the seven types of psychiatric services listed on the Semi-Annual and Annual Psychiatric Sessional Fee Report. The sessional fee allocation cannot be used for any other purpose or reduced to fund other budget items.

Application

All agencies funded by the MOHLTC to pay sessional fees

Rationale

Some of Ontario’s community mental health and addiction programs receive funding from the MOHTLC to pay physicians to provide indirect services for which they cannot bill the Ontario Health Insurance Plan (OHIP). These monies (known as “sessional fees”) are protected within the agency budget and can only be used for specified purposes. 

Discussion

Sessional fees may be used to fund the following services
:

· Case management 

· Client consultation

· Staff consultation

· Program consultation

· Program direction

· Educational services

· System coordination

The Operating Manual requires that agencies establish contracts with the psychiatrist or other physician who provides sessional services and that they develop billing forms to manage the funding. For agencies that are not MIS-compliant, the MOHLTC also requires that they complete the Semi-Annual and Annual Sessional Fee Report.

Resources

The following resources are available on the Accountability Supports section of the OFCMHAP website at www.ofcmhap.on.ca:

· Proposed Service Definitions for the Use of Sessional Fees, MOHLTC

· Template: Semi-Annual and Annual Psychiatric Sessional Fee Report from MOHLTC Operating Manual

· Instructions: Semi-Annual and Annual Psychiatric Sessional Fee Report from MOHLTC Operating Manual

Related Mandatory Requirements

See:

· MR 60: Operating Budget
� See Proposed Service Definitions for the Use of Sessional Fees for an analysis of the objectives, activities and participants of each type of service.
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