MR 59

Agencies must inform their ministry contact about any planned program move or relocation within their catchment area, and demonstrate that it can manage the rental costs within its existing budget. If the relocation will move the agency out of its catchment area and affect existing clients and the services available in the community, agencies must submit a request for MOHLTC approval. 

Application

All funded agencies

Rationale

As the manager of Ontario’s mental health and addiction systems, the ministry is responsible for ensuring that an appropriate range of services is available in communities across the province, and that each funded agency manages within its approved budget. Program relocations may be problematic from either or both of these perspectives. Consequently, the MOHLTC requires that agencies provide notification of any intention to relocate.

Discussion

The Operating Manual specifies the required content for a letter of intention to relocate:

· Reason for the move

· At least three possible space options, with the following information for each:

· cost per square foot

· size of space in square feet

· project cost of utilities, heat and other overhead costs

· pros and cons of the location

For relocation outside the catchment area, the MOHLTC also requires information about the impact on services in the area the program is leaving and the rationale for leaving the area. 

Note: 
This requirement applies even if the move will have no impact on the program’s budget.

Resources

Nothing further required.
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