MR 40

As part of their transfer payment agreement with MOHLTC, all agencies funded to provide addiction services must participate in DATIS. Agencies are required to: collect and maintain certain client information; record certain mandatory data elements on the DATIS server.

Application

All funded addiction agencies

Rationale

Operated by the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, the Drug and Alcohol Treatment Information System (DATIS) contributes to the understanding and enhancement of Ontario’s problem gambling and addiction treatment system through the development, implementation and maintenance of a comprehensive province-wide client information system. To ensure that the information available through DATIS is as complete as possible, the MOHLTC requires that all funded agencies record and contribute specific client-related data.

Discussion

DATIS collects client demographic and service utilization data from substance abuse and problem gambling treatment agencies across the province. Mandatory data elements change over time. Contact datis_staff@camh.net for a current list of required fields.

The data contained in the DATIS database is analyzed to create a variety of reports, including the following:

· The number of clients accessing different types of services

· Basic characteristics of the clients being served

· Amount and type of services received 

In addition to these basic reports, the aggregate data contained in the DATIS database allows planners, researchers and addiction agencies to identify and analyze changes in client characteristics and service utilization trends at the agency, regional and/or provincial levels. 

To ensure confidentiality, clients are assigned a semi-unique identifier, comprised of their initials, date of birth and gender. If, despite that protection of their personal health information, clients choose not to have their information submitted to DATIS, they cannot be required to do so.

The Operating Manual suggests that “agencies should inform clients about DATIS and how the information will be used … and consider having a signed consent form before releasing any information to DATIS. Some addiction agencies, having considered the issue, require that all clients provide consent for the release of information to DATIS. Others do not require formal consent. In the near future, it appears likely that DATIS will be named as a Health Information Network under the Personal Health Information Protection Act, 2004 (PHIPA).  If it is granted that status, express consent will not be necessary.

Resources

The following sample policies are available on the Accountability Supports section of the Federation website at www.ofcmhap.on.ca:

· Serenity House Inc.:  

· Service Reporting

· Consent for DATIS Entry

Additional resources are available online:

· See www.datis.ca/download/datadef.pdf  for a list of mandatory data elements and data definitions

Related Mandatory Requirements

See:

· MR 41: Client Refusal to Release Information to DATIS 
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