ONTARIO FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH AND ADDICTION PROGRAMS

MENTAL HEALTH COUNCIL MEETING

FRIDAY OCTOBER 13, 2006

10:00AM-2:00PM

OFCMHAP OFFICE

PRESENT:
Bill Davies, Barbara Frampton, Judith Ramirez, Beamer Smith, Ru Tauro, {Staff} Susan Carr, Liam Mitchell

TELECONFERENCE:
Michael Benin, Ellen Cohen, Vicky Huehn, Marcia Scarrow

REGRETS:

David Kelly

AGENDA:

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes (September 8, 2006)

4. Matters Arising

5. Regulation of Psychotherapy* (Timing Contingent on Arrival of Judith Ramirez)

6. Mental Health Standards Working Group (Vicky Huehn, Sue Carr) – Standing Item Until End of March

7. Work Plan for 2006-2007

8. Other Business

AMENDED AGENDA:

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Approval of Minutes (September 8, 2006)

4. Matters Arising

5. Mental Health Standards Working Group (Vicky Huehn, Sue Carr) – Standing Item Until End of March 

6. Work Plan for 2006-2007

7. Regulation of Psychotherapy* (Timing Contingent on Arrival of Judith Ramirez)

8. Other Business

	Agenda Item
	Notes
	Action

	1. Welcome
	· Immediately after convening, Vicky suggested that the Board purchase new, appropriate teleconferencing equipment.

· Motioned: Vicky
· Seconded: Ru
· All in favour
	Bill will ask the Board to approve the purchase

	2. Approval of Agenda
	· The agenda was altered, the Mental Health Standards Working Group being moved earlier and the Regulation of Psychotherapy being moved later.

· Motioned: Barb

· Seconded: Marcia

· All in favour
	

	3. Approval of Minutes (September 8, 2006)
	· Mistakes in the list of those members present at the September 8 meeting were corrected, and the minutes were then accepted.

· Motioned: Barb

· Seconded: Marcia

· All in favour
	Liam will correct the minutes

	4. Matters Arising


	· The question of Federation support of the Ontario Peer Development Initiative (OPDI) was discussed.  The Board has not met since the last Mental Health Council meeting, so it has not been able to discuss supporting OPDI.

· The group indicated that David needs to make clear what is happening in his ongoing conversation with the Ministry regarding the Mental Health Strategy Map and what effects the Map will have on Federation members.

· Bill suggested that last minute contact information should be gathered.
	Bill will ask Jenny to collect last minute contact numbers from Council members

	5. Mental Health Standards Working Group (Standing Item Until End of March)


	· Notes were generated at a focus group at the Federation’s AGM, which Vicky and Sue will discuss and review with regard to future action.  Vicky and Sue also volunteered to create a discussion group from the list of AGM attendees.

· Discussion took place around various issues:

· The Mental Health Case Management Association might be able to take some work forward;

· Representation in the Mental Health Standards Working Group (MHSWG) should possibly include peers, consumer/survivors, OPDI, housing groups, or others;

· Another working group may need to be formed in order to deal with the recommendations generated by the MHSWG

· The group eventually decided that the MHSWG will carry on as is for the time being, and that the Ministry should eventually be approached about the need to consult on standards and contact consumer/survivors.
	Vicky and Sue will review the notes from the AGM; they will also create a discussion group

 

	6. Work Plan for 2006-2007
	· Bill began by suggesting that the Council did not accomplish everything it sought to accomplish in the previous year, and that this was possibly due to a failure to prioritize; he therefore suggested listing and prioritizing our goals realistically.

· Marcia noted that any goals should fit within the Council’s Responsibilities as stated in its Terms of Reference.  Those Responsibilities are:

1. To monitor mental health policy development, related government activities and keep the Federation Board and general membership informed of these.

2. To develop responses to government mental health policies and related activities.

3. To recommend to the Board initiatives that will instigate or develop policy/positions consistent with the Federation mission and values.

4. To provide a forum to coordinate policy/position development arising from the activities of Federation committees related to mental health.

5. To undertake action as approved by the Federation Board of Directors.

· Of the potential work the Council could undertake, it was proposed that the following issues were the Board’s responsibility, not ours:

· Pandemic planning - Sandy Milakovic is on a provincial group.

· Realignment of the Federation - the Council will possibly have an advisory role.

· Election strategy – the Council will advise the Board if requested.

· The rest of the work was prioritized by voting, and three key items emerged, the first two being relatively equal in weight:

1. Advocacy on consumer/survivor initiatives, both in and of themselves and with regard to changing the funding formula (Responsibility 5).

2. The regulation of health professionals (Responsibility 4).

3. The Ministry/LHIN transformation process, which includes:

· the Mental Health Strategy Map (Responsibility 1);

· the Tier 3 Divestment document (Responsibilities 1 and 2);

· the LHINs (Responsibilities 1 and 2);

· eHealth (Responsibilities 1 and 2); and

· the lack of an interface between Family Health Teams and mental health and addiction (Responsibilities 1 and 2).

· Other items to work on included the following:

· MIS/CDS and accountability (Responsibilities 1, 2, and 3).

· The relationship between mental health, the CCACs, and the hospitals (potentially outside of the work plan or our mandate).

· Influencing the Ministry regarding mental health and addiction (Responsibility 1).

· The MHSWG – an ongoing project (Responsibility 2).

· The work plan was then split between members, with the following responsibilities assigned:

· Michael: MHSWG

· Vicky: MHSWG

· Sue: MHSWG

· Ellen: advocacy on CSIs/CCACs

· Beamer: advocacy on CSIs

· Ru: advocacy on CSIs

· Marcia: regulation of health professionals

· Bill: chair

· Bill agreed to contact those who have not yet chosen a role – Martha, Alison, Sandy, and Barb.

· The work plan will be formally endorsed next meeting.
	All Members will review the Mental Health Strategy Map, which will be an agenda item at the next meeting

Michael will report back on the Tier 3 Divestment document

Ru, Barb, Vicky, and Ellen will review the Tier 3 Divestment document and report back (Ru will coordinate the revie)

Bill will bring CCAC concerns to David

Bill will contact members who have not yet indicated which item they will focus on

	7. Regulation of Psychotherapy
	· Judith Ramirez, a consultant for the Ontario Coalition of Mental Health Professionals, joined the group at 12:45.  The Coalition is concerned with the wide sweep of the Regulated Health Professions Act and with the sharp distinction drawn by the Health Professions Regulatory Advisory Council (HPRAC) between psychotherapy and counselling.  The use of an enforceable scope of practice (ESP) is particularly worrisome, as it could result in practicioners being barred from their practice.  The voice of unregulated counselors needs to be heard, and this is what the Coalition is trying to do through its lobbying efforts.

· The group shared the concern with HPRAC’s definition of psychotherapy.  The group was also concerned that professionals that do not fall under a formal classification system will be publicly perceived as second-rate.

· Judith asked if the Federation would endorse the Coalition’s lobbying effort.  The group decided that the lobbying material needed to be reviewed, and that the Board would have to make any decision regarding endorsement.
	Bill will ask the Board whether or not the Federation will support the Council if there is time at the Board Retreat.

All members will review the Coalition’s lobbying material.

	8. Other Business
	· Next meeting Nov. 10, 10:00-2:00, Federation office.
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