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Dear CMHA, Ontario, Federation and CAMH staff, board, members and branches:

First, thank you all for the extraordinary level of participation in the LHIN consultations across the province and congratulations on your effectiveness in having mental health and addictions identified as a priority in virtually every session.

Many of you volunteered to be involved in the development of mental health and addictions integration reports stemming from the LHIN workshops, either as priority leaders or as part of working groups.  To support the development of these reports the Federation, CMHA, Ontario and CAMH have assembled resources that we hope will be useful.  There continues to be great value in providing consistent messages wherever possible across the province, and the attached resource materials are intended to support this objective.   

There are two documents attached:

“LHIN Workshops Summaries Overview” 

This document provides a description of the outcomes, with particular attention to mental health and addictions, of the LHIN workshops.  It also provides a categorized list of the priorities identified in workshops across the province.  You may wish to identify other priorities, particularly regarding the continuum of care, that have particular impact on mental health and addictions, and you may wish to contact the leaders for those integration opportunities to discuss the mental health and addictions implications.

“Community Integration Planning:  Key Issues in Mental Health and Addictions”

This document provides some content that is derived from the sector-wide consultation held on September 14, and other policy work done by our organizations that can be used to support the integration opportunities you are identifying in your reports.  It is intended to give you background on key addiction and mental health issues that should form part of planning for an integrated system. This document also provides links to sources that support the need for improved mental health and addictions services.

There are also a series of resources that will prove helpful in developing the reports:

“Making A Difference: Ontario’s Community Mental Health Evaluation Initiative,” is available at: http://www.ontario.cmha.ca/cmhei/images/report/Making_a_Difference.pdf 

“Outcomes and Effectiveness:  The Success of Community Mental Health and Addiction Programs,” is available at: www.ofcmhap.on.ca.

“The Benefits of Funding Addiction and Mental Health Services,” is available at: www.ofcmhap.on.ca.
“A Comparative Overview of the Provincial and Regional Mental Health Implementation Task Force Reports” is available at: http://www.camh.net/pdf/summary.regional%20reports.pdf.

We hope these documents support the excellent initiatives you are undertaking to create a better system for people with addiction and mental health issues, both in your community and across the province.

Sincerely yours,
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Glenn Thompson
      Paul Garfinkel


      David Kelly
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