2006 Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic

Notice To:  Board Chairs, Chief Executive Officer/ Executive Director/

Medical Director of local health care organizations, Public Health Units

Re:  2006 Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic
I am pleased to inform you that the 2006 Ontario Health Plan for an Influenza Pandemic (OHPIP) was released.  The plan is available for download on the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care's (MOHLTC's) web site at: www.health.gov.on.ca/pandemic.

As in 2004 and 2005, the development of the 2006 OHPIP was a significant collaborative effort, involving over 400 individuals from public health, clinical care, labour, professional associations, regulatory colleges and government.  The OHPIP is a valuable resource for local planners, providing details on federal, provincial and local roles, responsibilities and commitments.

Please be advised that the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care is continuing to develop a provincial position on personal protective equipment (i.e., masks) in the event of a pandemic.  In the interest of on-going planning efforts, the 2006 OHPIP is being released with a commitment of a provincial position on personal protective equipment to follow.

The 2006 OHPIP provides direction on the importance and readiness of PPE in individual health care facilities, including masks.  In the absence of a finalized provincial position, references to masks and/or respirators throughout the document should be interpreted in a broad manner i.e., facial protection.

As you know, the OHPIP continues to change and evolve year after year, and provides a foundation for local planning efforts throughout the province. This year's version focuses on community response and   includes a number of enhancements and tools designed to support local planning and preparedness.

The following highlights the key additions and enhancements in the 2006 OHPIP:

· .More extensive information on protecting and maintaining the health workforce (health & safety as well as health human resource considerations);

· Revised communications section including public communications planning tools and communication roles & responsibilities;

· Guidelines for establishing alternate assessment and treatment centres;

· Guidelines for planning in long term care homes;

· Adult hospital critical care, admission, discharge and triage criteria;

· Adult hospital admission criteria;

· Paediatric chapter identifying issues and strategies for children;

· Public health surveillance reporting requirements for health care institutions;

· Laboratory guidelines for laboratory surveillance and suspended testing;

· Guidelines for regulated health professionals, use of volunteers and regulatory colleges using a skills-based approach; and

· Guidelines for public health measures for each pandemic phase

Thank you for your continued support of Ontario's influenza pandemic readiness.

Allison J. Stuart

Director

Emergency Management Unit

